MODERN TRAVEL

and the chiselling of metal; he made plans of pal-
aces, built boats, carts, and various contrivances,
It is also said that he married a lady named Cloud
who was skilful in the making of artistic vases.
Pere Dore, in his Superstitions de la Chine, tells
many of the legends which have gathered around
Lu Pan's name. At the age of forty he became
a hermit on Mt. Li, and was there initiated into
secrets of sorcery, which enabled him to float
about the world on a cloud, and to move with ease
to the Heavenly regions; he is, moreover, sup-
posed to have made wooden magpies that could
fly; he and Chang Pan, Patron Saint of Masons,
are supposed to have built a palace in the peach
gardens of the Jade Emperor, and carpenters say
that when the pillars of Heaven were menaced
with ruin, Lu Pan was entrusted with the task
of repairing them. During the Ming dynasty,
circa A.D. 1415, he received the posthumous title
Great Master and Support of the Empire, and it
is said that his spirit will certainly give ear to
prayers offered by artisans.

The feast spread before Lu Pan's effigy this
morning was of a most complicated nature. Every
item on the menu had a very distinct raison d'Stre.
Number-two Boy, by virtue of his past career as
a teacher, always acts as Master of Ceremonies
on occasions of pomp, and from the first streak
of dawn he was hurrying about attending to
various details.

He has given me the following inventory.
It reads:

Lu Pan the First Instructor. Raising the
Ridge-pole on a fortunate day. Items pre-
pared.

148